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	 	 Director’s Notes

Leaders give of their time, talent and treasure!

In this issue we profile leadership.  We tell the story of our veteran teacher/administrator, Lynne 
Strutzel, becoming our first lay Principal, Jennifer (Slater) Burkhalter ’90, Becoming our first Alumna 
Associate Principal and Jane Hilliard our fist Associate Principal for Technology Integration.  We also 
share the stories of alumni making a difference in the world through their leadership at several non-
profit organizations.  These stories are obvious tales of leadership.  One aspect of leadership that is 
often overlooked is philanthropy.  In this issue of Currents, we celebrate the recognition of one of our 
families for their leadership and philanthropic support.  The Archdiocesan Development Council, with 

their prestigious Impact Award, recognized Patrick A. Salvi ‘71 and his wife Lindy.  The ADC is a group of Catholic Secondary and 
Elementary schools from the Chicago, Rockford and Joliet Dioceses who award this honor once a year to a person or persons 
who has made a significant impact in the Archdiocese or at one of our member schools.  Carmel Catholic is honored that one of 
our families received this wonderful tribute.  We also have taken some internal steps to mark philanthropic leadership.  This year, 
our Honor Roll of Donors Wall was expanded to make room for two new recognition programs.  Our Lifetime Giving Society 
and the Annual Fund Consecutive Donor Wall was installed to recognize leadership philanthropy and donor loyalty.  These new 
areas of the Donor Wall recognize the leadership role donors play in supporting all we do at Carmel Catholic and provide us an 
opportunity to thank these important individuals.

On April 13, 2008, we held our Lifetime Donor Recognition Program Inauguration luncheon at Portofino’s Restaurant in Vernon 
Hills.  This program pays tribute to donors who have made a significant, life-long commitment to Carmel Catholic High School.  
The event inducted thirteen individuals, groups and foundations into four Lifetime Giving Societies.  These Societies, the Lamp, 
Ivy, Heart and Crown and Founders’, take their inspiration from the four quadrants of our school crest.  These names reflect the 
close relationship the members have with the mission of Carmel Catholic High School.  Members of the Lifetime Giving Society 
represent the highest level of philanthropic supporters of Carmel Catholic High School.  

In April of 2008, another recognition program was introduced, the Annual Fund Consecutive Donors recognition.  This section 
of the Donor Wall gives recognition for donor loyalty.  Those who have supported the Annual Fund at any level for five or more 
years, receive recognition.  Their loyal donor support provides a vital and anticipated stream of funds for the operation of 
Carmel Catholic High School.  This year, eleven individuals join the ranks of 15 year or more consecutive donors, 39 as 10-14 year 
consecutive donors and nearly 200 five–nine year donors.

Our community is full of leaders.  This issue 
only scratches the surface of those involved 
in leadership within the Carmel Catholic 
Community.  However, it does tell stories of 
commitment to Carmel Catholic High School, to 
other organizations doing good in the world and 
recognizes philanthropic support as an important 
form of leadership.  I have enjoyed watching the 
number of those involved in leadership here grow 
over the past seven years and I look forward to 
watching our ranks of leaders grow even larger in 
the future.

Gratefully,

George B. Rattin, CFRE
Director, Institutional Advancement

Several members of the Lifetime Donors Society are pictured at the Induction Luncheon held on 
April 13, 2008 at Portofino Restaurant in Vernon Hills.  From Left to right: Nora Murray, Sr. Joellen 
McCarthy, BVM, Sr. Mary Frances McLaughlin, BVM, Sr. Lois Dolphin, BVM, Dr. Judith Mucheck, and 
Phyllis and Larry Brooks.

On May 7, 2008 Lindy and Patrick A. Salvi ’71 received the Archdiocesan Development Council’s Impact Award in recognition 
of their philanthropic and volunteer leadership at Carmel Catholic High School at the ADC’s Annual Awards Luncheon held 
at Maggiano’s Restaurant in Oak Brook.  The Archdiocesan Development Council is a member organization of Catholic 
primary and secondary schools throughout the Chicago Archdiocese and beyond.  Now in its 25th year, the ADC presents a 
workshop series and their prestigious Impact Award on an annual basis.  The Award recipient is chosen by ADC officers from 
amongst a pool of candidates nominated by their member schools.  In the past, this prestigious award has been awarded to the 
retiring superintendent, high school presidents and elementary school volunteers to name a few.  Each year the Impact Award 
recognizes an individual or individuals who has made a significant difference at one of the ADC member schools or 
for the ADC as a whole in the areas of philanthropy, volunteerism or development.  

The Carmel Catholic High School Community extends our thanks to Pat 
and Lindy for their unflagging support of Carmel Catholic High School 
and congratulations on their receipt of the prestigious Archdiocesan 
Development Council Impact Award.

Both Lindy and Pat are deeply committed to Carmel Catholic 
High School.  By generously sharing their gifts of time, talent 
and treasure, they have played a major role in helping us shape 
the current Carmel Catholic High School.  They inspire others 
to get involved and take steps to insure Carmel remains “a step 
ahead” and the flagship of Catholic education in Lake County 
and beyond.   -Excerpt from the ADC Impact Award Presentation

Lindy and Patrick A. Salvi ’71 Honored by the  
Archdiocesan Development Council

President, Dr. Judith Mucheck (left ), and Board of Directors Chair, Bill 
Sauerland (right), congratulate Lindy and Pat Salvi on their award.

I was speaking with an attorney about our respective jobs.  When I described planned giving, he 
immediately stated “my clients don’t like to give away their money.”  That is a fairly common sentiment 
I hear when I talk to people about fundraising and planned giving in particular.  When we talked 
further about philanthropy and its beneficial impact on the community and possible personal and 
financial benefits to donors, his attitude changed greatly. 

This conversation leads me to ask you:  Do you feel that donating to a qualified not-for-profit 
organization is like throwing money away?  Do you feel creating a planned gift is denying your heirs 
something to which they are “entitled”?  If you said yes to these two questions, I hope you will rethink 
your position.  You are really missing out on some opportunities to add value to your community, 
derive great personal satisfaction and even receive financial benefits to you and your heirs.  

The money received from planned gifts helps non-profit organizations build a solid financial future. This is especially true at 
Carmel Catholic. Although tuition does make up the majority of income, a high school is a very expensive place to operate: 
campus maintenance and improvements; salaries for more than 150 faculty, staff and administration; academic and co-curricular 
programs; tuition assistance for students.  

While the Carmel Catholic Board of Directors tries to keep tuition as low as possible, tuition will rise.  A planned gift could help 
future Carmel Catholic families by providing money that will support need-based tuition assistance endowments. An important 
long-term goal is to grow our tuition assistance endowments so that Carmel Catholic can be available to families who want the 
best Catholic education possible for their children.  

 

Michael C. Looby ‘75, 
Gift Planning Director

Don’t Throw Your Money Away – Make It Count!

PLANNED GIVING
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